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emfprkable Experiences of a

Small Bo Who Was Really

Very Bright

COOPER was the smartest boy in
village of Sprops lie was the L t

and pronouitcer aud stool n t1 9

of all the others in classes at shoo
lie was never known to make an error and ever
the teachers sometime gazed at him with a sot of
awe as if they suspected that he was more
human for teachers can make mistakes a well as
other people But they never caught Oscar making

Well when he at last wuu the great prize for
spelling and pronouncing which was given by tho
Honorable Charley Fortner the richest matt in
Sprops he was so dated that he walked homo wan
the prize as if on air The prize was a grand one
nothing less than a gigantic dictionary a foot
containing about a million words and u half Jail
lion pictures and it was all the boy couloLcarry too

Ho was so proud of his triumph that be scared
saw the other boys who of course loved him dear-
ly because he was so clever He had spelled down
the whole school and it swelled his little until
he he was a wonder he reached
home and displayed the prize to parents they
simply held their breath they looked at him and
he aid

I wish they had given me a telescope or a 9
electric battery for I hardly think this i
exactly suited to me Some other boy may need it
far more than I for really I think a dictionary i

a necessity to a boy that knows as much aa I
guess I already know every word in the book al-

though it is eo that Iff
have but scant use for

Oh there may be a few oldfaehicncd words in
it that you dont know said his proud father bU
not many

1 hardly presume so replied Oscar conceit
iiy I guess Ive got them all in my cranium

My vocabulary is truly Cyclopean-
It certainly is exclaimed Mamma Cooper I

never saw anything like it in nay life
Oscar ate his dinner with the air a college

professor at Commencement time afterward
he remained at home to all comers the great
prize at all gazed with awe tad nstonijfc
ment for it Certainly was an immense dictionary
and cot all of tif teen dollars

Then whim be went to bed he carried his trca
ur upstairs and laid it on a table in His bedroom
One would that during all thus time he
would have opened and examined the great book
but he was too busy telling everybody he hail
hpflled competitors at school to even peep
within its and he got into bed his heed
still inflated with his own marvelous ce ernes and
soon went to sleep

After a time a slight noise in the room awoVe
him with a start The moop was pouring into tee
room a blaze of bright winter light that showed
plainly every object about him and as he looked
around to see what had awakened him he saw that
too dictionary was partly open and something was
emerging from between the thick leather covers
What it was be could not see

Then his astonished eye reugbt sight of manj
tiny figures moving briskly about on the floor aiV-
in another instant he recognized them as letters

The alphabet was scurrying bout or tie
carpet like The letters were about as
one of his fngor and he sivr them plainly They
seemed to be playing some ort of ante but he
soon saw that they were rapidly forming wod
some bhort some of immense length like boys play
itwr snap the whip words that stretched across
the rug beside his bed and were partly in tin
shadows lie pelled parallelopipedon Vlee-

Miojynary and enchyridioii quite ally a they
before him like a regiment of soldier

He forgot about the shapeless thing between the
dictionary covers until he raised his eyes and saw

number of shadowy forms standing about his bed-

side

These were most astonishing there were SOBM-

Jho seemed to be men but their nervjc artriii
riff other organs wore quite visible ankh bei k
that they wen covered from bead to foot with tip
umbers Ont mans head marked off like a
map In colors with a name in each space One was
ji veins and nothing else and suddenly he saw i

skeleton with every bone numbered bapl in air
bout it were the names of all the bonei eurcspond-
iiig to these umbers

Another skeleton appeared beside him but this
ne showed rear view Then Oscai yaw a irrcat-
x with all the parts as butchers cut Up their moat

marked off on his hide and labeled which a
I ird appeared similarly inscribed and then a horse
decorated in the same manner

But all people ai i aniuiafc iocmeil like
MVV phantom as mreol is shadows themselves
which was but natural of ionrto as in fact they
k not exist but are merely picture in die

made i instruct u in the different j nr
nun and birth this Oscar did not

i now then and as they him he be
10 treutl He was a Unit to cover his

ith tin beckl ties when he saiv archer frut-
i hi one wa ival and actual standing out ainint-

i i kgrouiil shadow fTms like a living mnn-
O ar felt a of reici when lie saw him He-

i tall and earded his black eyes Hashed under
ivy brows and he wore a long silken henenhl-

iicli Oscar i tested nn occasional gleam of a suit
armor He strode r ti-

i j idf brushing aside tia betters aud
i

iiluriag-
i ir mnnoe fPS very mcii and after l okicg nt

Oscar very fiercely a o ho said in a leer
vole

You are the artest and most accomplished
i or I unjderfctuud in all Bprcp Do you recojruise-
iceT

Now as this was iy the very tint time
Oscar had ever seen a who wore armor it id

not surprisia that at
sir hive never had the pleasure of

you befcr
Ah perl v not On rpfUetion I shcuW not

pect yo ty know me at sight but I wH help yo
tit I am fe course you know s

about
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FACES THREE R A NGE TH INGS
I

J 0 SCAR TElJ S

I I am as much
ever

4pert fe ia the dark I diaut bring a
butiTim in the light of the moon and pot

ly Is that foreign word T
not If you are so smart you should

W 4itt k aid Abe Tetrareh testily Mtttt aid
ou ajp wji ajl ignoramus

Goi and ask my teacher Huh
will t you said the tall man gravely Be-

fore decide He held out a
J

Jwrtbern baud andaakedt
it Ten ino its name

blankly at the shell crqameiit ana
To save his life he couldnt idll

it It was not a locket nor a medal ntfa
finally he t mmcred I I its ix

sort of charm or talisman
im i i fr jn i

Tetrarch Perhaps its n tiddledewrnk
its name rel boy mused a dictionary
Tl 4 Ztl T

Oscar was obliged to COHICM had
seen such an object and could not give its nama
The Tetrarch snorted

M3ah Joust as I expected I dad you call
brig jBJld clever 111 tell you ta name Its

nfttitttvek3lt9 what it is and T itr
Judian chief Bah I

How ajjoyld I that C grumbled Oscar f-

Its jfli ie dictionary shouted art

All the shadowy forms in the rear seemed to grin
and poke each other in UK where their ribs
would been had they been illustrated complete-
ly and tile animals hopped around in price at Oscars

Have you ever seen n seismograph or n-

muiak or a natatorium or a joug or a chryscr
prose i added the Tetrarch frowning terribly

or course not replied Oscar after a long

pauseAXD THEY TOO ARE IX THE
AKX retired the angry old man standing over tljc
bed in a moat threatening manner Wbjj doiitj du-

Ocen exclaimed Oscar falling into the f bool
witboatthiiikiug I havent

iv rt-
MHa And yet you presumed that you would

have fait use i nat
with If tf with all the learning which
you have boasted can answer a few questions just
i ew fai ones that 1 will propound I
let go heat fail and you are doomed

bosinoss have you to ask me any ques
lions cried Oscar trying to it out You
aint my teacher

UI am a Tetrarch the mighty ruler of millloiw
and wljo dares dispute my right to ask
Sven riddles and conundrums if I wish you
1 am sure for I am here to punish and not
impudence from

Oscar trembled for the Tetrarchs eyes
to cc m glared down at the

Thenteli Ktf slowly
xoV I wild give you a chaoce to redeem Your

l IU me in pj iu simple wip
how to u tie P

O ciii8 MoA at him blankly
Talnrops1 donrt think I ever heard of it

WhatisifT
The jletjFarch frowned Then lie said
lover aind I see that you are utterly ignorant

i it some kindof Q
as t am iio aroggist I dont know replied Dse
inertly nKe SBstraine te

9 w-

eao answer reedy
do with or with au featil

1 the
replied boy in a low tone fl

c Ts-
aMir is a sort of carriage and a raan

TAl-

g W sclwlaarl for epj

tills replied Oscar but
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n aay tooj is it Rtfpcrtis
ae K his He did nob

ImoV 33 was beginning rc6ivo Avhai a V

heltad bden but he was 4ulto rcnifly ttj admit

touch How
U rfrnper I guces mumbled

A blunder i Thats I made 1 suppose

betm
BUTOBRP Soared the Tetrareh

S

33TX-
S BU DEE

fear v

Vhats a caique theist asked his twcmon T
was as lie tried to thrnkSvhcther

he had ever heard either of these words
Totrarcb turning toward the shouted

Hi there Bring me the bunder directly To
and the caique I will give him Iris choke o
either and we will sail with him to Uid artherniGst
Limbo I dont suppose you even know what a
Lhnb isreh f he added returning to time bedside

Before Qecar could reply lol two boats both of
strange and outlandish shapes sailed up to the bed
One was long pointed with tbo
other shorter with a house or cabin rind a groat tri-
angular x

This fid the Tetrarch pointing to the mail
ingtrait ira Bunder a Bombay Bundar ahd this
is a Caique the and both as you
no thurtlfctioaary Now
wg will prove to you that you have use fOr it as
will take a sail in of theeeboats You can take
your choicer V-

qaj rfei I wont you

rite Tetrarch willed calmly Then ha said
I am waiting OliooscPoi-

lUjWP Of hie parents answering to Lila call for
help but b tried to gitintimo
by proigroiM to examine both bouts Af

the Tetrarch said

Ha sotned tbb bey and dragged him ait of bled

Otcar to struggle buV warrior
of e0ur e WAS for too strong for him and ho WItS

jit this boat a The Builder
was the selected by w Tetrarch and as soon
as r took a gentle wind
sprang up from the direction of the washstand and

i tile room ranged themselves line and
stood dt them as the t moved

ho bind jt if on a shore and finally as
the Bvmder to of the

they n faded and the lia

The Tetrarch sewed the long tiller stowed
forth the calmly OsCffcrs heart

a trip hammer as he looked out oft the
of the cabin over the moonlit water the waves of
whdj already rocked tot craft and hie home

awfiy 3heB earn a loud over the moon and

alls com etely dark nothing was scot nor heard
eo st nt lap lap of the waves agulaei-

fttPfcfiiiir of Bunder but the sail was out
Breeze and she rushed along rapidly

Hr where i
inn again and be felt It little

oftstf Once in some great fisli would
e surface and peer up at them with eyes like

gr3ABp8 and the Tetrarch would make a remark

Ah theres an Arapaima never saw such a
r Hello Look at the I Isut

1 t dad tlberes a gfarahge
8T I see too a floating

alai anti beneath him b John dory Sse

all these fish not ho asked
to Oscar who was staring hard uee

fish The boy lasde no reply for Lad no time as
the Tetroreh talked just as if ho Wore hlone

some bira appeared ho csclaiincdi-
po t Yonder cornea quetzal my

roller also And bless I see a pair
of ffo4 in4 5 This is wonderful PidI-
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IQ 5rodMv ise called a Tnwwon leiiulid-

exhibitiOi of birds aad probably all for your bene-
fits you must know them all so vrelllPer-
ha5iy0 can tell me the n me of this brilliant

oacbing us se fast Ah still obstinately
Wefl thats an Ortolan and a fine one too

Thus he went on and it seemed to Oscar that
evoiy rd that bo had never heard of was coming
along to torture and shame jim

f-

T Je wondered now how have imaging
that he knew anything as he began to discover so
inany things of which ignorant

asked him to state the difference
between citrus clouds and cumulus ones he Tf-

cqufrcd him to tell whether he noticed the phos-

phorescence of the water and demanded him to say
water was heavier than fresh Poor Oscars

was swimming when suddenly his tormentor
shouted

rand aid and it surely is the coast of Coro
raanjlei You know that coast well I suppose my
learned geographer the cleverest boy in Sprops

had of it but I do not blame
for it under such trying circumstances-
He wondered how the Tetrarch always managed to

on i ics and with which ho was un-

familiar light on them unfailingly and never by
any cbance givo him an opportunity of showing
that lie knew something at least was the most
tmtranny thing of all tho annoying circumstances

at time coast with a frown although hp
would otherwise have been glad to see foreign

land

rWierGvis the Coromandel Coast asked the
TeirareM with the air of a school teacher

t know snapped bscar
Dear Dear How perplexing 1

I did you knew that much You are truly time

most de4jsely ignorant lad I have over met
other interesting places Observe them
Tbf Builder shot along so fast that tho shows

rushed vjiast like a fast moving Strange
trees pagodas and were silhouetted

dark blue sky their sinning in the
moonlight if they hod been cutout of paper

an J up hereto cbirfuso him he
could not tell the name of a single saw

Hero was a naosqne attho waters edge its gilded
dome rising like a huge orange above the dark green

t

Yonder a minaret roared its shaft

the Tetrarcii said
VTe arc already in the Caramnasea aud-

I never that we had into the
Gauge Enow about this rived

0f course Oscar didn who on would Ve-

mentber name cept a solpol teacher w o
has to know veryth nariThe an

We are in KalahandrMr said the stoorsman
where the deadly liaSiapryad its

head to strifce some unwary through tjia
jungle

supposes thats a snake guessed Oscar
doubtfully

Right for once but spell it
didnt even try Tire

sniped Then ho conHnnqd-
Jfow are in Bthdurgaci Whore sr o-

rf iv t i j n

tune I See you know little about the Ori-

ent wfcwill go elsewhere
The J kept right along shooting through

an arrow and in a few minutes Oscr
columns and great buildings rearing-

up 6oirar solemn waving cypress trees and the
covered with myrtle High mountains

showed in tho background and all
these too looked like things cut from paper
in white such as ho lead seen in pictured
were roaming about beneath tho trees and roiin

one another mon crowned with ivy and
scolds and boarded strangely

rt i TT II i m t a r
have not it in a thousand year You know

land
if he bad said old Greece Oscar

would recognized it at once but Helium wes
a mado no reply and the-

ir 5tf Hferaklesisnt itvi-
MBK Series Qsdnr 4s6niMiiJ
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Beings Surrounded Him

bj5fc Him to
v

Eands and Talked ABout

4 Unfenown Things

Herokles is once
Btqry thing you say is Grolk to mel sighed

o
walks old Aeaculapins and behind him
great Milo who carried an ox on his

shoulders Pine gentleman is Milo Of course you
ire familiar with the tale

was getting so mad that quite
jump when the boats prow

shore and the Tetrarch sprang out
dome said he and we will soon settle

fate
H led Oscar toward a grow of men under

tree and when he reached them said
Oh philosonkors of Grsoe I

bring you strange and wonderful beW a boy
who boasts that he knows it aH aad yet has never

tho dictionary
They glared at him in silence

think you great Pericles and you p-

iijocraifes of such a wonder f VV
not understand you replied

while Pericles stared in proud anaaeawni If
will what you are tafidna abottfe-
wfll swor you although I have not Ae pJeasu

iust as I say This boy never saw t fn
SMetofa dictionary lw-

Welly neither lure I answered
Uarthis a dictionary

Graat EfalislM exohunied the Tetrarch tyc
got They were not invented in your time

discomfiture and who had a
of kindness for he would have likeiUu-
espre

Up through the cypress groves they went until
at last they oanne to an immense cijrwular depression
between the hills Arouadits level bottom where
how scraggly cedar trees were growing were ranged
row after row of stone benches aud its
to a circus struck Oscar instantly It was very old

stone seatsi which
shaitored in many places The Tetrarch
and said

Tus is the stadiam What is a stadium P-

A replied Oscar a guess

surprise you In yonder phitheatre you will f at
three aiiimals from the dictionary you despise
noble beasts if vou doot at once reco rna
them and name them properly will tear you li

P v

Oscar shuddered and began to cry The Tctrantrtr
added

1 will help you out just a little bit I will
you of time three but will not reveal afv
is which That you must discover for Jft
you do not know them They the lie
Hanunian and tbe Koodoo

Ho conducted the boy into the centre of iibf-
tanJphitheatrd and I leave you to yoijfCr

own resources If you cant name the three
you are a goner sure Be careful and look shirBi4
Also farewell

But who are all these f cried Oscar seeing fur
the first time tbat suddenly all the seats were filled
with everyJtort of creature Not only wrwe all
tier of every sort of costume sitting there as
well as an immense number of unknown anirarL
but queer i vehicles boats and

there thousands of them
Those the dictionary that yo-

dojit replied the Tetrarch grinning ma
iiciously They here to see your finish Here
comctho awful three and I must leave

nimbly away but when Oscar trief
to follow he a stone wall several feet high be
foro hint and it went all around the circus too
Ho saw that there was no exit and as he looked
there sprang into the arena three monstrous forma
one that of aniramense bird the Epyornis nea
that of a bearded monkey the Hanuman and

horned hoodoo a great creature with
glittering ayes all advanced tlowly toward
mini the spectators leaned foAward

Hanuman

Vlto aro we Who are we I-

STfi1 are tkaVdrea9ful unknown Three
Jjee Wheel Whoop I Whoop

yOscar Jiaewtbem not be had never area heard
ofontf of lem and they saw it at once All three

a spring each eye gleaming with hun-

gry Oscar shrank back against the alone
and shivared in dread while an icy penpiration

broke but upon Ms white forehead
as the giant birds long i o k and Lead

word Raised and tho great monkey dashed forward
aside to rush A xn fety leap ii

vaS And when he struck tho hard stone of the arena
the shock seemed to shatter every bon i his body

the fearful assailants uuaked like so

much smoke
rubbed bis eyes All the vast audience had

also vanished and the sun was shining Then ba
saw he lying n the floor of his bedroom
and there stood his father at the open dictionary
with a most astonishedlook on his face

Wits thomatterf he asked Is that the way
you of bed every morning like r bird falling
out of ainestt

Oscar looked around confused and then be real-
ized that a dream He stood up and bfet

Itcbeen looking in the dictionary to iud out
how to spell separate Cant remember whether

an ar or an e in middle Which is it
To jiCr chopper will never get over the

amazement which him whop Oscar

bo h look for it I

After th t he the humblest boy ia ti
school and to Say that day Imp really began
to learn and to know whit studying
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